REPORT ON THE FRENCH CONGRESS OF CIVIL ENGINEERING: CFGC 2023
Paris-Saclay, 23-25 May, 2023
By Bruno Godart
It has been a very long time since AFGC (French Association of Civil Engineering representing the French Group of IABSE) and AUGC (Association of Civil engineering Universities) have partnered to organize the Civil Engineering Congress. It is now done since May 23 to 25, 2023, when the French Congress of Civil Engineering (CFGC 2023) was held in the brand new campus of the Ecole Normale Supérieure de Paris-Saclay.
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The Ecole Normale Supérieure de Paris-Saclay.
The theme of the congress was focused on "City of the future and climate change" and the congress aimed to organize scientific and technical exchanges between all the civil engineering actors (engineers or technicians, architects, academics, researchers and students), whether they be deciders, designers, producers, professors or researchers. It also aimed to report on the state of progress in terms of technical innovations and research relating to all civil engineering themes, from thinking on urban planning to the construction and maintenance of works and infrastructures (buildings, bridges, stations, energy structures, underground spaces, etc.), including the environmental and societal dimension of the city of the future.

After the welcome speech delivered by Nathalie Carasco, President of ENS Paris-Saclay, the French Congress of Civil Engineering was opened by Claude Le Quéré, AFGC President, and Alain Sellier, AUGC President, on Tuesday, May 23.  About 450 participants attended the Congress..
[image: image2.png]



View of the audience during the opening of the CFGC 2023 Congress.

Three very interesting keynote lectures were presented: the first day by Thomas Lavigne and Cécilia AMOR on the city of the future in the face of climate change seen through the eyes of architects, the second day by Léa Mosconi on the influence of the emergence of the ecological question in the world of architecture and the third day by Emilia Robin on “Saclay before Saclay” or how science arrived in the Saclay city (now, the biggest French cluster of science activities).
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Cécilia Amor and Thomas Lavigne during their conference.
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Léa Mosconi during her keynote lecture.

161 papers were published in the proceedings of the Congress, including 37 for the “René Houpert Prize for Young Researchers” and 18 as posters. These 161 papers are distributed into 43 professional and 118 academic. A selection of the best papers will be published in a "Special Issue" of the "Academic Journal Of Civil Engineering - AJCE" which is expected to be released soon. Papers that were not published in the proceedings of the congress as well as oral presentations that have not been the subject of papers are published on the AFGC website. Note that 4 presentations were made by the following Start-ups: Bioxegy, Green Rail, One Clik LCA, and Thelxinoé.

Given the large number of presentations (about 182 oral presentations and 5 posters), up to 7 parallel sessions were organised. A total of 29 sessions were held, including 7 sessions for the Young Researchers competition, one session for the AFGC/AUGC Young Prize and a poster session. This unique format of joint sessions between professionals and academics was greatly appreciated. It has certainly made it possible to foster collaboration between the professional and academic worlds.

It should be noted that a "job dating" session was also organized thanks to the 9 companies which responded to the invitation (St Gobain, Eiffage Construction, Bouygues, Tractebel, Neolithe, Legendre-Ingénova, Sika, Ecocem and Sites) and which were thus able to meet more than 30 young researchers looking for work. This initiative was a great success: 144 slots were reserved on May 24.

A technical exhibition space has enabled around fifteen companies and industrialists to promote their know-how and their products in the large atrium of the ENS Paris-Saclay.
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View of the atrium for the technical exhibition.
A poster space has also been set up in the atrium so that participants can display the results of their work related to the theme of the conferences.
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View of the Poster exhibition.

Four technical visits were organized on Thursday 25 afternoon: around fifty people discovered the CERIB site (Center for expertise and research of the concrete industry) in Epernon with a visit to the laboratories and the big Prometheus oven, and 3 groups of around 25 people each visited the construction sites of the Société du Grand Paris Metro line 14 station in Villejuif Gustave Roussy, the Chatillon Montrouge station and the line 18 viaduct near the ENS Paris-Saclay (it will be the longest viaduct built in France with 6,7 km long).
The organizing committee had made the surprise of inviting the participants to the Gala evening at the Saint-Quentin en Yvelines velodrome, which will serve as the venue for the cycling events of the Paris Olympic Games in 2024. The gala dinner took place in the center of the track where some cycling champions were turning for their training. It was during this evening that the Prizes were awarded to the recipients:
[image: image7.png]



All the Young Researchers “René Houpert Prize” Recipients:   Hannah Franz (UGE, MAST/SMC), Elodie Donval (UGE, CSTB), Ali Mezher (Université Paris-Saclay, CEA), Colin Lashermes (INRAE, UMR RECOVER), Lola Doussang (LMDC, Holcim), Théophile Bouillard (LMDC, ANDRA), Yohan Jacquet (Université Bretagne Sud, Institut de Recherche du Puy de Dôme), Margapuram Deeksha Arya (INSA Toulouse), Camille Martin--Cavaillé (ENS Paris Saclay, LMPS), Lola Doussang (LMDC, Holcim), Imane El Khaldi (GeM, Edycem).
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The AFGC/AUGC Youth Prize awarded to Abdelfeteh SADOK (Société du Grand Paris) by Michel Placidi, with the presence of Claude Le Quéré and Alain Sellier.

Finally, this congress could not have been organized without the help of the sponsors whom we sincerely thank: University of Paris-Saclay, DImaterre, 3R, AFCAB, Arcelormittal, Cimbéton, Construiracier, French School of Concrete, CementLab, FNTP, Hilti, Ingerop, Itech, Uby, Société du Grand Paris, SNBPE, Uretek, and Vicat.
